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Welcome

This training is intended for programs and officials who care for and educate children 
and vulnerable adults. It contains information about community notification 
requirements, registration requirements, and the dangers posed by predatory 
offenders.

For access to the entire presentation, click on the solid green box on the following 
slide. You will also find that the six chapters may be accessed individually. 

Throughout the presentation, you will find links to other websites and supporting 
documents. These may be accessed by clicking on any green underlined text 
(indicating a hyperlink). 
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Overview



The Minnesota Legislature has required the 

commissioner of corrections, in conjunction with the 

commissioner of public safety, to develop training 

materials for programs and officials who care for and 

educate children and vulnerable adults, about the 

dangers of predatory offenders.

M.S. 244.0521 
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https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=244.0521
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=244.0521
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=244.0521


Predatory Offenders

Offenders who are convicted, charged, or adjudicated delinquent 
for specific crimes are required to register as a predatory offender. 
Crimes include:

ω Murder involving a sexual component

ω Kidnapping and false imprisonment

ω Criminal sexual conduct

ω Indecent exposure

ω Soliciting a minor to engage in sexual conduct,                         
prostitution, or sexual performance

ω Other offenses defined by law
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Overview of Training

Accurateinformation about predatory offenders and re-offense 
rates can contribute to effective safety measures. Understanding 
the dynamics of predatory offenses is important in order to take 
the appropriate steps to promote safety. This training will include:

Å Facts about predatory offenders

ÅWays to identify sexual abuse, steps that can be taken to 
prevent it, and how to respond when it is suspected

Å Information about the management of convicted predatory 
offenders

This training presents a general overview of these topics and is not intended as legal advice. Always contact 
your attorney on legal issues.
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Those Victimized

ω The majority of victims are under the age of 18.

ω Victims are predominately female.

ω Victims often know and trust those who offend 
against them.
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National data and reports by the Minnesota 
Department of Corrections (DOC) consistently show:



Age of Those Victimized

Two-thirds of those victimized are under the age of 18.
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DOC Publication: Sex Offender Recidivism in Minnesota (April, 2007)

http://doc.state.mn.us/publications/documents/04-07SexOffenderReport-Recidivism.pdf


Gender of Those Victimized

DOC Publication: Sex Offender Recidivism in Minnesota (April, 2007)
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http://doc.state.mn.us/publications/documents/04-07SexOffenderReport-Recidivism.pdf


Offenders

Predatory offenders are found in all cultures. 

They come from all social, economic, and racial 

groups. They live in rural, suburban, and urban 

areas.  They are juveniles as well as adults. 

Offenders are married or single, gay or straight, 

employed or unemployed. They cannot be 

identified by appearance, persona, or 

profession. 
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Sexual Abuse is Under-Reported

It is estimated that as much as 90 percent of sexual 
abuse is not reported. Most victims do not report to 
authorities because they:

Å Are afraid that their abuser will harm them again

Å Do not want to make a very private matter public

Å Are afraid of disrupting family relationships

Å Are worried they will be blamed for what happened 
or they will not be believed

Å Feel ashamed, guilty and/or embarrassed
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Most Sex Offenders Are NOT Strangers

Over 90 percent of sexually-abused children are abused by someone 
they know and trust ςoften someone within their own family. Single 
mothers are often targeted so that offenders can access their 
children.

Vulnerable adults are most frequently abused by caregivers 
or fellow residents at care facilities.

DOC Publication: Sex Offender Recidivism in Minnesota (April, 2007)
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http://doc.state.mn.us/publications/documents/04-07SexOffenderReport-Recidivism.pdf


Registered Offenders Do Not Commit 
Most Sex Offenses

Most sexual abuse is committed by someone 
with no prior convictions. 

DOC Publication: Sex Offender Recidivism in Minnesota (April, 2007)
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http://doc.state.mn.us/publications/documents/04-07SexOffenderReport-Recidivism.pdf


Most Offenders Do Not Re-Offend Sexually

A 2007 study found a dramatic decrease in sexual recidivism of those offenders 
released from incarceration from 1990-2002. Three years following release, those 
released in 1990 were rearrested for a sex offense at a rate of about 19 percent, 
whereas those released in 2002 were rearrested at a rate of about 4 percent.

DOC Publication: Sex Offender Recidivism in 

Minnesota (April, 2007)

Rearrest

Reconviction

Reincarceration
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http://doc.state.mn.us/publications/documents/04-07SexOffenderReport-Recidivism.pdf
http://doc.state.mn.us/publications/documents/04-07SexOffenderReport-Recidivism.pdf
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Do Residency Restrictions Make 
People Safe?

The Minnesota DOC conducted an extensive study on the 
impact of imposing restrictions on where an offender 
may live in proximity to certain locations where children 
congregate. 

A total of 3,166 offendersreleased from 1990-2002 were 
reviewed. Of those, 7 percent (224) committed new sexual 
offenses and were returned to prison.

The department analyzed the circumstances of those 224 
new sexual offenses. Residency restrictions from schools, 
parks, or daycares would have impacted noneof the 
offenses.*

* DOC Publication: Residential Proximity and Sex Offense Recidivism in Minnesota (April, 2007)
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http://doc.state.mn.us/publications/documents/04-07SexOffenderReport-Proximity.pdf


Information for 
Child Educators
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Children ςDefinition of Population

Children are defined as individuals younger 
than 18 years of age.

ω Two-thirds of those victimized are younger 
than 18. 

ω Some sexual behavior exhibited by children is 
normal.

ω A description of some age-appropriate sexual 
behavior may be found in the flyer to the 
right.

Click to go to site
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http://www.stopitnow.com/age_appropriate_sexual_behavior


Special Considerations

ω Since the sexually-abused child may lack 
the outward symptoms of physical abuse, 
sexual abuse may be difficult to identify.

ω Children often do not know how to 
express or explain what has happened to 
them and may be afraid, confused, or 
ashamed.

ω A child may not be developmentally 
capable of understanding or resisting the 
contact. 
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Child Sexual Abuse

Examples of criminal sexual abuse include:

Abusive physical contact or touchingNon-contact sexual abuse

¢ƻǳŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƎŜƴƛǘŀƭǎ ƻǊ 
private parts for sexual purposes

5ŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ŜȄǇƻǎƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀŘǳƭǘΩǎ ƎŜƴƛǘŀƭǎ ǘƻ 
a child

aŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ 
genitals or play sexual games

Creating or possessing child pornography

Putting objects or body parts (like 
fingers, tongue, or penis) in the 
vagina, mouth, or anus of a child

Adult solicitation of sexual contact with 
children by any means, including the 
internet
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Possible Signs of Child Sexual Abuse

Physical symptoms Behavioral symptoms

Bruising or sores around breasts or 
genital area

Avoidance of specific settings or 
individuals

Unexplained vaginal or anal bleeding
Changes in personality or behavior,  
including sudden and extreme mood 
swings

Unexplained venereal disease or genital 
infections

Excessive crying spells

Unexplained pregnancy Social withdrawal

Torn, stained, bloody, or missing 
underclothing

Nightmares, difficulty sleeping

Somatic complaints (e.g., chronic 
stomach ache)

Eating disorders or appetite loss
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Other Signs of Child Sexual Abuse

Other signs

Regression ςolder child exhibiting behavior typical of younger child

Sexual behavior with toys or other children

New words for private body parts

Talk of a new older friend

Suddenly having money or items they could not have obtained on own

Learning difficulties/problems at school
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Talking to Children

When choosing language to discuss sexual abuse, 
take into account:

Å Developmental age of the child/group of 
children (emotional, biological components)

Å Depth of information being provided

Å Possibility of currently occurring or prior 
history of abuse

Use caution in discussing abuse. If abuse is suspected, refer the 
matter to law enforcement. 
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